
How to Carve the Perfect Jack-o-Lantern Using a Design Template
 
Supplies:
• Pumpkin
• Large spoon  
• Tape or pins (to affix design template to pumpkin)
• Pumpkin poking tool (or small nail)
• Pumpkin carving knife
• Candle (real or flameless)
 
Steps:
1.)   Cut a circle around the top of the pumpkin (around the stem) to create a lid for your 
jack-o-lantern.

2.)   Gently pull the pumpkin stem to remove the pumpkin top.

3.)   Scoop out the insides of the pumpkin and scrape the sides with a spoon so that only 
the clean, bare sides of the pumpkin are left.

4.)   Tape or pin carving template to the side of the pumpkin.

5.)   Use a pumpkin poking tool (or a small nail if you do not have one) to make small holes 
outlining the shapes on the template. You are not cutting these out yet, just making small 
holes as guidelines for later cutting. Note: Be sure not to poke holes to closely as to make 
the template fall apart or too far apart so that the design is not clear once you remove 
the paper!

6.)   Remove the paper template

7.)   Use a pumpkin carving knife to slowly cut along the dotted lines you just created. 
Carefully remove pumpkin pieces to reveal the design.

8.)   Place a candle inside the pumpkin to create that classic spooky jack-o-lantern look. 

there! now, i’ll
go get a candle,

and we’ll see how
he looks all lit up!
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